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Those who do not feel pain seldom think that it is felt.
The world will never be long without some good
reason to hate the unhappy.

The wretched have no compassion.

It is so very difficult for a sick man not to be a
scoundrel.

He that fails in his endeavour after wealth or power,
will not long retain either honesty or courage.

Every man wishes to be wise, and they who cannot be
wise are almost always cunning.

Men do not suspect faults which they do not commit.

The men who can be charged with fewest failings are
generally most ready to allow them.

Almost all absurdity of conduct arises from the
imitation of those whom we cannot resemble.

Self-love is often rather arrogant than blind ; it does
not hide our faults from ourselves, but persuades us
that they escape the notice of others.

The man who threatens the world is always ridiculous.

The reciprocal civility of authors is one of the most
risible scenes in the farce of life.

Kindness is in our power, but fondness is not.

Nothing is more common than mutual dislike,
where mutual approbation is particularly expected.

The most fatal disease of friendship is gradual decay,
or dislike hourly increased by causes too slender for
complaint, or too numerous for removal.

The great effect of friendship is beneficence, yet by
the first act of uncommon kindness it is endangered,
like plants that bear their fruit and die.

Love is only one of many passions, and it has no
great influence on the sum of life.

It is commonly a weak man who marries for love.

Some cunning men choose fools for their wives,
thinking to manage them, but they always fail.

Marriage has many pains, but celibacy has no
pleasures.